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overview
• GLOBAL CONTEXT AND SDG’S

• THE PERFORMATIVE STREETSCAPES MODEL

• PERFORMANCE OF STREETSCAPES

• NINE EXAMPLES
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global context and sdg’s
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five pillars of sustainability

Currently cities occupy 3% of the Earth’s 
land, yet are accountable for 60-80% of 
energy consumption and 75% of carbon 
emissions4. By implementing more climate-
conscious streetscape design it is possible 
to start reducing the ecological footprint of 
urban areas worldwide. Changes in how 
cities are built can promote changes in 
movements, lifestyle patterns and the way 
people use space.

REDUCE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

Rapid urbanisation is putting a lot of 
pressure on the living environment and public 
health. Too many people die every year 
due to preventable causes such as chronic 
diseases related to bad air quality, lack of 
physical activity or dangerous situations on 
the streets. Streetscapes should be able 
to provide safe environments and facilitate 
healthy forms of activity and transportation.

HEALTH & SAFETY

Streetscapes should have the capacity to 
offer users of space shelter and protection 
from the elements such as rain, sun, wind, 
snow, ice. On top of that, streetscapes 
form an excellent opportunity to improve on 
the resilience of urban areas to extreme 
weather such as droughts, flooding and 
bigger natural disasters.

SHELTER FROM ELEMENTS

With the growth of urban areas and with 
it, an increase in users of space, it is 
becoming more important than ever that 
streetscapes have the capacity to deal 
with the amount of people and all of their 
movements and actions. This includes all 
different forms of transportation and the 
conflicts between these forms, reducing the 
amount of dangerous traffic situations and 
improving the ease of movement of all 
people in a equitable way.

EASE OF MOVEMENT

Streetscapes should be welcoming and 
inviting to all, regardless of gender, religion, 
age, income, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
occupation or ability. On top of that, 
streetscapes should improve the quality of 
our daily lives by allowing the use of spaces 
for work, activities and interaction, promoting 
empowerment and self-expression of the 
vulnerable and facilitating the formation of 
stronger communities.

INCLUSIVENESS & QUALITY OF LIFE



the world as inspiration
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the performative 
streetscapes model
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the four components 
of the model

• The building blocks
• The streets
• The infill (tangible & intangible elements)
• The indicators

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

P

M
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conceptual building block typologies

Low-rise
1 -3 storeys

Mid-rise
4- 10 storeys

High-rise
10+ storeys

Point type

Strip type

Block type
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conceptual street typologies

Wide > 22m

Differentiation between public and private

12m < Intermediate <= 22m Narrow <= 12m



2
0
1
9
-0

3
-2

9
	

  
Pe

rfo
rm
at
iv
e 
St
re
et
sc
ap
es

10

six performances – four indicators each

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL

MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH



performance 
of Urban form

Smart density
High-rise
Low-rise
Friendly street-building interface



social performance

A sense of community
Unique identity
A sense of safety
Child-friendly

+



environmental 
performance

Climate-sensitive
Promoting biodiversity
Providing ecosystem services
healthy urban water cycle



+

mobility performance

good connectivity 
eaSy wayFinding 

bicycLe-FriendLy 
WALKABLE

+
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Mix of housing types
Mixed functionality
Good transition between public and private
Welcoming public environments

use and activity 
performance



tech performance

Renewable energy 
Conscious use of materiality
Sound-conscious design
Mixed reality
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unnamed street  
Bissau – guinea-bissau

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Warm in the Winter
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het funen  
amsterdam – netherlands

20 m

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Elisa Ara Larré
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avenida paulista 
são paolo – Brazil

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Gui Motta, stock photo from Pexels
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allée coignet  
lille – france

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

20 m

Original photo: Warm in the Winter
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verkstadsgatan 
stockholm – sweden

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Warm in the Winter
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ivy street  
hong kong – china

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Uzenk Doenzek, stock photo from Unsplash
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jaffa road  
jerusalem – israel

20 m

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Warm in the Winter
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agias sofias  
thessaloniki – greece

20 m

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Antonios Synapalos
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Bourke street  
Melbourne – australia

20 m

20 m

URBAN FORM SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL MOBILITY USE AND ACTIVITY TECH

Original photo: Tom Brunner



Thank you!




